
Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



THE DUBLIN PENNY JOURNAL, 



229 



Who has not heard of Kilkenny, so far-famed for its 
Fire without smoke, 

Air without fog, 
Water without mud, 
And land without bog. 

The foregoing engraving presents a view of the Main-st. 
of Castlecomer, which is the market town of the district 
where the celebrated fuel is chiefly raised ; and we cannot 
but think that the neatness and comfort there exhibited in 
its wide mall, its shady rows of trees, and its slated houses, 
render it an object worthy the imitation of our resident 
proprietors in Ireland. 

The town is situated on the confluence of three small 
rivers— the Clohogue, the Deen, and the Bruckhagh, 
which latter runs in front of the house of the Hon. 
C. H. S. C. Butler, Wondesforde, and is often called the 
Comer, or Comber, (a common name for a mountain- 
stream). A short distance to the east, and immediately 
opposite to his mansion, which i3 shewn on the right hand 
side of our engraving, there stands an high artificial 
mound, and on the top of it the ruins of a castle, and from 
the combination of these is derived the modern name of 
the town and surrounding district. Though standing very 
high with respect to the neighbourhood, the town itself is 
placed in a kind of bason formed by the surrounding hills, 
which being partly clothed with the timber belonging to 
the demesne of Wondesforde, affords additional ornament 
and shelter to its site. At a small distance, on the left, 
embosomed in trees, you perceive the " decent church 
which tops the neighbouring hill " and in the town there 
are several schools and charitable institutions, which do 
credit to the fostering care of the proprietor of the estate. 

The neighbouring district where the coals are raised was 



formerly called the territory of Idough, and belonged to 
the sept of the Brennans, which was foif Ued, and pur- 
chased during the administration of Lord S ^ord in Ire- 
land, by Sir Christopher Wondesforde. Ii <* a curious 
circumstance, that the last representative of tVu branch of 
the Brennans died some years since, and by his ,;*ill con- 
stituted the Countess Dowager of Ormonde, mother to 
the present proprietor, his sole heir. 

That persons were brought over here from England to 
work the coals at an early period, is very evident from the 
names prevalent in the district. 

The coal is admirably adapted for all purposes where 
a strong or permanent heat is required ; such as distille- 
ries, burning lime, or kitchen fires, but the unpleasant va- 
pour which proceeds from it in close rooms, hinders it from 
being approved for general use. In the Lordship colliery 
there are at present very few pits open, in consequence of 
a horrible murder committed in open day upon one of the 
overseers, and the proprietor determined to suspend all 
works until the perpetrators were brought to justice. Such, 
however, is the spirit of combination and intimidation, that 
hitherto no trace of them has been discovered ; and many 
hundreds are, in consequenc , out of employment. 

We should mention that t e town, and Lady Ormonde's 
residence, was burned by sc ne of the misguided peasantry 
in 1798, in revenge for the colliers not joining them in 
their unlawful proceedings. The spirited proprietor of that 
day soon after took up her residence at Ballyragget, about 
four miles distant, and set about rebuilding her own man- 
sion, and gave great encouragement for the improvement 
of the town. Under her fostering care, from an obscure and 
dirty heap of cabins, it has become what we have given 
you a representation of in. the engraving. 




BALLY MENA. 



Tfce subject of the prefixed illustration, is a flourishing 
market town, situated in the centre of the county of An- 
trim. Within the last ten years it has been rapidly pro 
gressing in size and respectability. At present it contains 
about one thousand houses, with between four thousand 
sad five thousand inhabitants. 

Thtre are in Ballymena two Presbyterian houses of \ 



worship, one meeting house in connection with the Sece- 
ders, a Roman Catholic chapel, an Episcopal church and 
a Methodist chapel. There are two academies a nd a' free 
school for the children of the town and neighbourhood 
whose circumstances prevent their attendance on the' 
schools. 

country urouod Bailymcna presents a very 
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appearance, being all well cultivated, and much ornament- 
ed by planting in various directions. A little hill, stand- 
ing to the westward of the town, commands, towards the 
south, a pleasing view of a rich and cultivated valley, as 
well planted and as amply ornamented with houses, or- 
chards, and hedge-rows, as any vale in England. The cot- 
tages ami farm houses prcseiu that appearance of neatness 
and comfort which distinguishes the province of Ulster 
from many other parts o^ Ireland ; the squalid misery and 
extreme wretchedness apparent elsewhere, and so irksome 
to the feelings of every benevolent mind, not being appa- 
rent here. The peasantry are rather well informed, 
and have in general that idea of independence which gives 
to the lower orders of this portion of the country such a 
decided advantage over those of the other districts of Ire- 
land. They are, however, very superstitious, and attached 
to many old customs and pastimes. 
A short distance from ( the town is a rath or mound of earth, 
connected with another mound, in the form of an amphi- 
theatre. It is fifty feet high, and, being planted with trees, 
forms a very pretty object, and is well worthy the inspec- 
tion of the curious. 

About seven miles from Ballymena, and in the back 
ground of our illustration, is the celebrated hill, Slave 
jVlish, where St. Patrick is said to have tended the swine 
of Milco. 

Rather more than two miles from Ballymena, on the 
Ahoghill road, is the handsome village of Gracehill, a 
Moravian settlement, which consists of about forty houses 
and four hundred inhabitants, aud forms three sides of a qua- 
drangle— in the front of which is a very beautiful hedge- 
rowed pleasure-ground. Midway to this place is Galgonnc 
castle, at present the property of Lord Mountcaihel, and 
partially fitted up and inhabited by one of the agents to 
the estate. There is a legend here relative to a former 
proprietor, who is said to have sold himself to the devil 
for a certain remuneration in gold. The box which con- 
tained the treasure being still to be seen in one of the 
rooms of the castle. 

This settlement was commenced about seventy-five 
years since, on atownland containingahout two hundred and 
twenty acres, taken from Lord O'Neill, the entire of which 
is in a state of high cultivation, numbers of comfortable 
cottages, and thriving gardens, surrounded with luxuriant 
hedges, appearing in every direction. 

Midway from Ballymena to Ballymoney, somewhat to 
the left, are seen the Craigs rocks, or Fort of Craigs, which 
form a square of nine thousand feet in area, with a very 
deep trench, close to which arc three pillars erect and ta- 
pering, supposed to have beon placed there in honour of 
some valiant chieftan slain in battle ; aud but a short dis- 
tance from them, in the hollow of a high and craggy ridge, 
there is a cromlech, or druidical altar—a slab of black 
heavy stone, one foot in thickness, ten feet long, and 
eight broad, originally placed upon five supporters. Be- 
neath this is a chamber which communicates with two 
others, about seven feet square, and arched over— the 
whole standing within a circle of one hundred and thirty 
live feet in circumference, the ground underneath having 
formerly been hollowed into a kind of cavern. A writer 
in Masons Statistical Survey, speaking of this place, ob- 
serves—that it must have been the theatre of great events 
in former times; that it possesses more remains of anti- 
quity than he has any where seen in the same space of 
ground. The place where the altar is erected is lonely 
and awful— it induces thought, and brings back the me- 
mory to former days, over which the mind broods with 
pensive pleasure.- Here Fingal and his clans of Mourne 
and Boiskenc may have displayed their valour— Torgis 
and his Scandinavians committed their Tavages— Sourieboy 
(i. e. Yellow Charley) and his Scotch played off their stra- 
tagems— or De Courcey and his English showed forth their 
heroism. All are now gone ; a total change of laws, 
manners, religion, and war, has taken place—and a ra- 
tional religion and mild government have blessed us with 
peace and knowledge.— See " Northern Tourist;' published 
by Curry and Co. 

HOKoitAur.K sEuvrcfi. 
If one have served thee tell the talc to many; 
Hast thou served many, tell it not to an\v~-0/;?y*. 



SKETCHES OF CHINA— ENGLISH TRADE Sec 
Our principle import from China is tea, but we al< 
bring from that country raw silk, nankeen piece good* 
camphor, the paper used in copperplate printing called 
India paper ; toys, &c. Our exports to China from En* 
land are very limited ; coarse woollens, watches, and flin?" 
used by the Chinese in the manufacture of porcelain' 
The value of this is very trifling in comparison to tl'c 



is not the case, for we take to China large quantities^ 
raw cotton, opium, and salt-petre, from our possessions in 
India; black pepper, rattans, ebony, sharks'-fins, and birds' 
nests from the straits of Malacca ; and all of these we 
pay for in our own produce and manufactures. 

It is the Americans who bring the dollars to China q s 
their other imports arc limited to Turkey opium and 
sandal-wood; and when the trade is thrown opcn\-e 
shall be able to cope with the Americans in the supply!^ 
the foreign European markets with tea, &c, Asroour 
own tea we shall have it much cheaper than at present 
as the profits derived by the East India Company on that 
article, cover their losses and expenses attending some of 
their foolish mercantile speculations elsewhere; but per- 
haps we may not have it of so good a quality as at present 
No man can deal more fairly than the regular Chinese 
merchant; but the outside men (as they are called) who 
have no character to support or to lose, play all sorts of 
tricks ; it is principally from the latter that the Dutch 
and Americans purchase — the East India Company never 
Sometimes, however, the officers of their ships, who have 
a privilege in tonnage, do : and this tea is sold at the 
Company's sales in London, but not before it is exa- 
mined ; and if it is found bad it is not allowed to be sold 
in this country at any price. A few years ago some of 
this tea was found to be adulterated with the filings of 
iron, the next year a number of magnets were sent out, 
which being thrust into some of this adulterated tea, at 
once discovered the cheat to the astonishment and admi- 
ration of the Chinese, who said in the Anglo-Chinese jar- 
gon, " Ha i/aw 3 how can be English man number one first 
chop man V* 

The Chinese refuse to take any lessons from us in onr 
system of free trade, nor can they be convinced that it is 
not their interest to tax their exports as well as imports; 
all exports arc liable to duty, and of their imports, rice is 
the only one admittetl free : it is brought from Java and 
Manilla by the Dutch. 

The Russians r arc permitted to trade with the Chinese 
on the N. West frontier, near the great wall ; all other 
nations at the port of Canton only. Three or four years 
ago, a Russian ship bound on a voyage of discovery, 
touched at Canton, but was not allowed to remain j the 
governor sagely remarking, that they must be importers, 
as Russia was on the north side of China, and that, there- 
fore, the ship could not conic from the south if it were 
Russian. The Russians convey their tea over land through 
Tartary, to Russia,'andit is generally of a better description 
than that which comes from Canton to us. In some parts 
of Russia the tea is taken without milk, in place of which 
a slice of lemon is put into the cup, a lump of sugar is 
held in the mouth, and the ten drank whilst it is dissolv- 
ing j by this means one half the sugar generally used in 
England suffices. Those who cannot procure milk, whe- 
ther on board a ship or elsewhere, will find the Jcmon a 
good substitute ; one thin slice with the rind on it is suf- 
ficient for two or three cups of tea, being pressed by the 
spoon according to taste. 

Smuggling is carried on to a very great extent in China, 
particularly in opium, the introduction of which is inter- 
dicted under the penalty of death. A kind of tincture is 
made of this drug, a-portion of which is introduced into a 
pipe resembling a flute in shape and size; the tincture is 
then set on fire, and the fumes inhaled, the effects of which 
at first, are somewhat similar to the inhalation of nitrous 
oxid gas ; rapture takes possession of the soul, and thonuna 
riots to exhaustion in the glare of a heated imagination^ 
the senses arc locked in forgetfulncss— the opium smoker 
sleeps Jong and soundly, but awakes to every feeling of 



